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' PARTICIPANTS: Gamal Abdel Nasser, President of the United Arab Reyublic 
Senator Mike Mansfield 
Senator Richard Russeil 
ΝΗ Senator Claiborne Pell 
Senator Benjamin A. Smith 
Senator J. Caleb Boggs 
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Ambassador John 5. Baedeau 


Mr. Fran. Yalec, Staff Assistant 
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= ῶ | At hal? past twelve ca November 1h, Senators Mansfield, Russell, 

a Pell, Smith, end Boggs, and Staff Assistant Jaleo, accenvanied by 

= | Amcassador Badeau, were received by Fresident Nasser av his persona 

oF residence at Heliopolis. Contrary to usual custa, the Presidency 
ΤΩ 5 confirmed the appointment and set the date before the arrival of τὴς 

ἮΝ participants in the United Arab Repuolic. 

a. a 

= as usual, President Nasser was relaxed, voca., and friendly. 516 
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conversation lasted ror approximately one hour, at the close of “Wh 
press and television bhocogrepners were admitted to t 

pictures. The interview terminated at the Ambassador 
since it is not Pre-ident Nasser's custom to terminate an is 
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Senator MansYield wus the chief spox 
Seratore participaved. The foliowing top: 
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ΕἾ es were co 788: 
} 
ts τ “ὌΝ | | 
3 Yesea: inquiry was made 3 to tae current situetion on lemen 
g . and the UAR attitude toward it. rresident Nasser replie* with a 
= | wyete? sumetion οἱ the factors producing the revclution anc tren 
| | outlined the UAR attitude toward the Salieal Govermment. He stated thay 
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the UAR had no ambitions in Yemen beyond tne esvedlishment of the 
revolutionary regime which, he said, wes the first cnange in govermmeart 
Yemen hed had “2 1,200 years. While recognizing the difriculties tne 
new regime faced, it wes at least punlicly committed to progress end 
democracy and as such the UAR couid not allow it to go uncer. He spoke 
in scene detail of the various areas of conflict, specifically battles 
in which UAR troops bad been enzaged, and admitted the difficulty of 
the terrain. He did not raise tne question of United States recosnition, 
nor did he attack the Seudi Arabien Government, although bre strongly 
exphasized the support in money, arms, and personnel that the Saudis 
were furnisning the anvi-Sallel forces. 


Cuba: The President was esked now he interpreted tne recent Anerican 
moves for the ebaricmment οἵ recent cffensive bases in Cuba. In reply 
he stated that the UAR had been disturbed over Castro's policies curing 
the past year. Castro was not ἃ true ceutral put had ellowed ainseif 
to be maneuvered into the pesitica of at least a pariial Soviet depen- 
dency. He had warned the Cuban Aztbassaior that Russia would not figat 
8 World War to protect Cuba, and this ἫΝ dsement wes enply borne our oy 
events. Attempts to eguate the Anslo-Frenca-Isrezli invasion of szypt 
with the Caban situation were misdirect av the tine cf the invasion 
Egypt spoke for herself, whereas in tne 2080 affeir, it was Moscow tnat 
decided Cuban fate. From this the President passed on to generei ooser- 
vations about mon-alismment, stating that wiere aed been pressures in 
Ezyrt seexing to conclude a “special arrangezent with the USSR, cur 
Nasser hed turned this down becan use it would mean the ioss of Pgypvian 
independence. + was Castro's failure to follow the same pelicy tnat 
prougnt him to his present ai?ricultie 
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In general, the UAR did nct like any foreign bese 
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UAR develommsn’: I: answer to ἃ 
of the ten year develomment plen In Ὁ 
wutlined the general features or the z 
about the difficulties that were bes : tec 
it was 3tili his hove to double the national income Within the next 
ten years. 
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Israei: In response to a questicn 4s to what ultimate solution 
could be foreseen for the Israeli problem, "not this year or next year, 
but perhaps twenty years hence”, the President replied that the heart 
of the problem lay in the refugee situstion. Until the Arab refugees 
are permitted freely to returm to Israel, there to become law-abiding 
citizens with the same rights as Israelis, he τους there couid be 
no solution. In effect this was proposing that Israel would became 
ἃ binational state, giving up its current intention of building ἃ nation 
on the basis of a religicus commitment. While he admitted that this 
ran, counter to the raison d'etre of Israel, the President steted that 
mo other solution was possible. 


To e further question ag to what would happen if the refugees could 
not return, the President said that he wes afraid of pressures building 
up that would ultimately lead to same kind of armed clash. In support 
of this he cited the Crusades, where a Christian kingdom existed for 
seventy years but finally disappeared because its very existence unified 
the Arab world about it. At no time did the President svzgest that the 
UAR ccntemplates military action ugsinst Israel; rather, he painted the 
picture of the inevitable frustration and irritation growing to the 
point where violence would breas out. Im passing he said that the 
trouble with the Jchrsca Plan wes that it proposed to admit ‘only ten 
thousand refugees to israel’, and this would never be acceptable either 
to the refugees or to the arab countries. 


With this discussicn, the conference closed. 


John 5. Badzau 
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